The Secret of the Catapus

A SEAL. A CIRCLE OF FRIENDS. A SPECIAL KIND OF MAGIC.
THE g‘EC ﬁ I;T THE C QTQ PU g Twelve-year-old Ellie moves to her grandmother’s Maine homestead,

uncovering extraordinary secrets about her family, community, and
nature. In this small coastal town, she finds her voice as a young climate
activist, aided by a group of new friends, a mysterious seal, and her
grandmother’s spirit. Set on the Maine coast, The Secret of the Catapus is
a coming-of-age tale blending environmental urgency with heartfelt
storytelling, humor, and magical realism.
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B oS POE' ~ = DPerfect for readers drawn to stories of friendship, marine life, and
'N ELSBE TH JENKINS environmental activism, The Secret of the Catapus blends real-world
", urgency with wonder and warmth. It’s a powerful pick for anyone seeking
middle-grade fiction rooted in nature, community, and courage.

“Full of good-hearted humor, compelling issues, lovable characters,

friendship, and hope, this book will resonate long after the last page is

Softcover: 978-1-961905-62-7 | read.”

$14.99 (Ingram) —K(ristine Bondeson, Echoes Magazine, columnist

Consumer price: $12.95 (Amazon &

12WillowsPress.com) “Thank you for writing this book!”

E-book: 978-1-961905-63-4 | $2.99 —Thea, 15-year-old environmental activist and Citizens’ Climate Lobby
5 x 8 | 202 pages volunteer

Age: 8-12 years

September 29, 2025

. If readers like Hoot by Carl Hiaasen, The Last Bear by
G Hannah Gold, or Willa of the Wood by Robert
Beatty, then they’lllove The Secret of the Catapus.
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Order directly from 12 Willows Press

or through major wholesalers and Robin Elsbeth Jenkins grew up in mid-coast Maine, where she spent
retailers many hours exploring the coves and tidal inlets, much like the characters in

The Secret of the Catapus. She studied English literature and elementary
education, and eventually became a special education and literacy teacher.
When she’s not writing, she enjoys cooking, reading, doing cross-stitch,
and gardening.
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